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Abstract

The paper uses the concepts of metaphor scenarios (Musolff, 2006; 2016) and discourse
metaphors (Zinken et al, 2008) to analyze media discourses, specifically those of news reports,
about COVID-19 (Novel coronavirus) situation in Georgia. The time span runs from the first
confirmed case of COVID-19 in Georgia, i.e. February 26" till mid-May. The methodology also
relies on earlier studies of infections and other diseases such as SARS, avian/bird flu, ZIKA, Foot
and Mouth Disease, AID/HIV, cancer, etc. For identifying metaphorical linguistic expressions, the
combination of Metaphor Identification Procedure /MIP (Pragglejaz Group, 2007) and its extended
version, MIPVU (Steen et al., 2010) was employed.

The revealed metaphors demonstrate that the pandemic in Georgia is mostly framed in terms of
the WARFARE, JOURNEY and DISASTER super-scenarios, in Nerlich’s terms (Nerlich, 2011).
In addition, the data show that the novel coronavirus may itself serve as a good source domain
(Lakoff & Johnson, 198/2003; Grady, 1997, Kévecses, 2002; 2010) for political and societal issues:
failures of the globalization, fear of foreigners and the future parliamentary election system in
Georgia.

Key Words: COVID-19, novel coronavirus, metaphors, metaphor scenarios, disease, discourse

metaphors, news reports

1. Introduction

Metaphors may create realities for us...
A metaphor may thus be a guide for future actions.

Such actions will, of course, fit the metaphor.
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This will, in turn, reinforce the power of the metaphor to make experience coherent.
In this sense metaphors can be self-prophecies.
Lakoff & Johnson, 1980/2003: 156

Since the time of Aristotle, metaphor has been in the focus of attention by scholars from such
disciplines as linguistics, literary studies and philosophy. However, the research on metaphor and its
influence on human knowledge has proliferated during the recent decades notably after the
publication of seminal works by Lakoff & Johnson (1980) and Ortony (1993), which initiated a
paradigm shift in metaphor studies. The emerged contemporary or conceptual metaphor theory
(henceforth CMT) proposes that metaphor is not just an aspect of language but a fundamental part
of human thought; our conceptual system consists of concepts which structure our everyday lives
and the way we define our everyday realities [...] Metaphor plays a central role in this construction
as our conceptual system is largely metaphorical (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980:1-3). Therefore,
metaphors are not only linguistic, but cognitive phenomena; metaphors are not decorative devices
of language, but necessary for our thinking, acting and speaking; metaphors are conceptual devices,
rather than rhetorical ones. As a result, metaphor has gone beyond the realm of linguistics and
become a subject of thorough research in social sciences and other disciplines.

There are three components of metaphor: a source domain (which is typically more
concrete/tangible and well-delineated), a target domain (which is usually more abstract and poorly
delineated), and the ontological and epistemic correspondences between the two, which are also
known as ‘conceptual mappings’ (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980/2003; Lakoff, 1993; Grady, 1997,
Kovecses, 2010; Thibodeau, Hendricks & Boroditsky, 2017). For illustration, in the conceptual
metaphor LOVE IS A JOURNEY the concept of JOURNEY, the source, is mapped onto the
concept of LOVE, the target. Such conceptual metaphors can be realized linguistically in the
following utterances, such as Our relationship has reached a cross-road or We have come to the
end of the road (Lakoff & Johnson 1980). Thus, it can be inferred that conceptual metaphors are
overarching ways of conceptualizing relatively abstract ideas in more concrete form.

Metaphor is a dynamic process: prior knowledge about a source domain plays an active role in
helping people construct a representation on a target domain in working memory; thereby shaping
how people reason and make inferences about the target domain (Thibodeau, Hendricks,
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Boroditsky, 2017: 3). Andreas Musolff introduces the notion of a ‘scenario”

that organizes
metaphorical source concepts into mini-narratives and inherently possesses “a set of assumptions
made by competent members of a discourse community about “typical” aspects of a source-
situation, for example, its participants and their roles, the “dramatic” storylines and outcomes, and
conventional evaluations of whether they count as successful or unsuccessful, normal or abnormal,
permissible or illegitimate, etc. “ (Musolff, 2006: 27-28). Above all, scenarios have stereotypical
status (in Putnam’s sense), i.e. they include conventionally required assumptions, which may be
revealed by experts to be empirically wrong but are still the default expectations that underline folk-
theories held by non-experts (Putnam, 1975: 148, 249-50, quoted in Musolff, 2008: 27). What is
truly significant about these metaphorical scenarios is that they enable the speakers to not only
apply source to target concepts but to draw on them to build narrative frames for conceptualization
and assessment of socio-political issues (ibid. 36).

Metaphors are omnipresent; as Richard pointed “We can’t get through three sentences of
ordinary fluid discourse without it [metaphor] (Richards, 1936: 94). For this reason, they cannot be
dissociated from the activities constituting science (Bono, 2001:215). Weingart & Maasen (1995)
regard metaphors to be analytical tools for a robust sociological account of science as a situated
social activity. Moreover, the central tenet of their theory is the function of metaphors as
“messengers of meaning” and “medium of exchange” among different disciplinary discourses,
among different disciplines and cultural domains, and within different ecologies (Bono 1990 quoted
in Nerlich et al., 2008: 225), which supports the conclusion that metaphor provides the means for
both scientists and especially, non-scientists to understand, think through and talk about complex or
abstract concepts in terms of comparatively simple and more concrete information , what as a
consequence renders metaphor as a highly useful tool (Gibbs, 1994; Lakoff & Johnson, 1980;
Lakoff, 1993; Lakoff, 1987; Kovecses, 2010; Thibodeau & Boroditsky, 2011; Thibodeau,
Hendricks & Boroditsky, 2017; Flusberg, Thibodeau & Matlock, 2018).

From the linguistic viewpoint, metaphors, as claimed by Scheithauer (2007: 79), are also “very
efficient: they communicate a lot with minimal linguistic effort, whereas attempts at literal

paraphrases are often lengthy, clumsy and graceless”.

! Musolff builds the concept of “scenario” on Charles Fillmore’s notion of a conceptual “scene” as “any kind of
coherent segment of human beliefs, actions, experiences or imaginings” that can be associated with an underlying
conceptual “frame” (Fillmore, 1975, p. 124) as well as on Lakoff’s definition of “scenario” as a subtype of “idealized
cognitive models” (ICMs) that have a comparatively rich ontology (Musolff, 2006: 27)
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2. Framing diseases: General Overview

Lakoff & Johnson claimed that “metaphors [...] highlight and make coherent certain aspects of
our experience [...]; metaphors may create realities for us, especially social realities (Lakoff &
Johnson, 1980:156). Essentially, metaphors have profound influences on how we conceptualize and
act with respect to important societal issues (Thibodeau & Boroditsky, 2011: 1). In political and
social debates, metaphors are primarily ways of both framing the issues and of shaping the ways in
which people think about them (Malik, 2020). In recent years, an interesting body of research in
cognitive and social studies has been conducted by Zinken, Hellsten and Nerlich and other scholars
as a part of the critique of the traditional conceptual metaphor theory. The research focused on
discourse metaphor which is defined as “a relatively stable metaphorical projection that functions as
a key framing device within a particular discourse over a certain period of time’ (Zinken et al.,
2008). Unlike conceptual metaphors, which are claimed to be primarily based on more or less
universal grounds (embodiment hypothesis), these metaphors have a social and cultural history and
[...] may tie up with and reinforce long traditions of political thought, ideologies or entrenched
cultural values (ibid.). By distinguishing between discourse metaphors- which frame social
assemblages of thought, expression and action, and conceptual metaphors —which frame cognitive
assemblages of thought, expression and action, the discursive politics of metaphor can be brought
into the focus: discourse metaphors have a power to frame and organize shared narratives of politics
and can constitute certain views of the world, society and how things work (Nerlich, 2001:116-117;
Zinken et al, 2008). They are conceptually grounded but their meaning is also shaped by their use at
a given time and in the context of a debate about a certain topic.

The discourses and metaphors used to frame diseases and epidemics have become a prominent
subject within linguistics as well as the sociology of health and illness, and studies of such
infectious diseases as AIDS, FMD, SARS, avian/bird flu and Zika have shown that disease
language and action are closely linked, especially via metaphors, images and narratives, which
evoke certain expectations, attitudes, scenarios and ways of acting upon them (Nerlich & Halliday,
2005: 57-8). As a result, the impact of metaphors in particular and social representations in general
on thinking, talking and acting in the context of emerging infectious diseases, has been studied
extensively and systematically by social scientists and communication scholars following from

Susan Sontag’s influential work on cancer and tuberculosis (1979) and AIDS (1989) onward with
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Ebola in the 1990s (Ungar, 1998; Joffe &Haarhoff , 2002), foot and mouth disease/FMD (Nerlich et
al., 2002; Nerlich, 2004), SARS (Washer, 2004; Wallis and Nerlich, 2005), avian/bird flu/influenza
(Nerlich and Halliday, 2007), swine flu (Nerlich and Koteyko, 2012), Zika (Nerlich et al, 2018), etc.
Based on the results of these studies, it can be concluded that metaphors play an indisputably
significant role in how we think and talk health, illness and medicine and they shape how we act,
individually and collectively (Nerlich, 2020a). Metaphors can also be used to frame politics
intended to manage the disease in question (Zinken et al, 2008: 243). Scientists and policymakers
might use certain culturally available and historically entrenched metaphors to frame scientific
discoveries or policies (ibid. 244).

As the research demonstrates, framing diseases in terms of the WARFARE scenario has become
a common practice nowadays. On the one hand, the war frame is an effective way of grabbing
people’s attention and focusing it on the target problem; the fear evoked by military metaphors also
makes them memorable and enduring (Flusberg, Thibodeau & Matlock, 2018: 12-13). This fear can
motivate people to pay attention, change their beliefs, and take action about important social issues.
For instance, the language of war can help people recognize the threat that diseases pose to public
health, and, as a result, lead to increased funding for research on basic scientific questions about the
underlying causes of diseases as well as the development of more effective treatments (Hodgkin,
1985; Petsko, 2001; quoted in Flusberg, Thibodeau & Matlock, 2018). On the other hand, the
research shows that conceptualizing an emerging disease in terms of an enemy in war can have an
adverse impact on measures taken to fight it. One of the examples is, undoubtedly, the UK response
to Foot and Mouth Disease (henceforth, FMD): slaughtering, culling or killing all presumably
infected animals, as well as healthy animals from adjoining farms, was seen as the only way to gain
control of the disease and, more importantly, to maintain the UK’s economically vital status as
disease free (Nerlich et al, 2002: 1). This led to the number of exterminated animals reaching almost
eight million. Likewise, framing cancer as an “‘enemy’ in a “war’ which has been found to reduce
people’s intentions to engage in self-limiting preventative behaviours (e.g. eating less red meat,
smoking less, etc.) and to think that it would be harder for cancer patient to come to terms with their
situation (Thibodeau, Hendricks, Boroditsky, 2017: 1).

Military thinking concentrates on the physical, sees control as central, and encourages the
expenditure of massive resources to achieve dominance (Annas, 1995: 746). They can even

arguably make it easier to sacrifice people and their rights (Ross, 1986: 18; quoted in Wallis &
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Nerlich, 2005:2631). It is noteworthy, however, that conceptualizing diseases in terms of the
WARFARE scenario was not always the case, as maintained by Bono:

‘Take, for example, the metaphors of ‘balance’ and ‘warfare’ that have characterized different
epochs of medical thought in the West. The Hippocratic and Galenic ideals of health as a balance of
humours, or active bodily fluids authorized a particular set of relationships between individual
bodies, and their external environment, and led to the cultivation of certain regimes of bodily care
and control. By contrast, the ‘embattled’ body of modern germ theory adopts a quite different set of
relations to its hostile external environmental and enforces on itself — and on society more generally

—a stringent medicalized, socio-political regime’(Bono, 2001: 225).

As has been proven, using the wrong policy framed by the wrong metaphor can have devastating
social, economic, psychological and animal welfare consequences. In such contexts, the import of
metaphor extends beyond individual cognition, into the realm of society and culture (Zinken,
Hellsten & Nerlich, 2008: 243), this proving that metaphors are not only conceptual (as claimed by
the traditional theorists of CMT) but also social and cultural devices (Nerlich et al, 2002: 91). On
top of that, framing novel issues in terms of [...] certain [...]metaphors, that is as something well
known, might [...] prevent us from seeing alternative solutions to a problem (Zinken et al. 2003:21-
23) as “how we frame a problem often includes what range of solutions we see as possible (Conrad,
1997: 140 quoted in Zinken et al, 2003).

3. Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Novel Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, came to the focus of international attention in
early January, 2020, after the reports of a viral atypical SARS-like pneumonia outbreak emerged in
Wuhan, China. This initial outbreak attracted increased media attention and eventually, led the
World Health Organization (henceforth the WHO) to issue an international alert on January, 31.
However, its rapid diffusion and the dramatic increase of the number of countries with officially
confirmed cases forced the WHO to categorize COVID-19 as a pandemic on March 11, 2020, the

first pandemic caused by a coronavirus strain.
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Undoubtedly, COVID-19 became a major news story in the world. The WARFARE scenario
evoked in relation to the fight against the novel coronavirus was dominant in international
community. As it is usually the case, a war starts with the declaration of war. In the present
situation, the first was the Chinese president Xi Jinping who vowed to wage a ‘people’s war’
against the COVID-19 epidemic(https://medium.com/@Iseideas/china-and-covid-19-a-shock-to-its-

economy-a-metaphor-for-its-development-11ble31e643c) followed by the UK Prime Minister

Boris Johnson who revealed his “battle plan" to kill off the deadly bug in the UK
(https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11086449/army-on-standby-coronavirus-boris-johnson/) and

described the crisis related to coronavirus as a “fight ... in which every one of us is directly
enlisted” (https://metro.co.uk/2020/03/24/boris-johnsons-lockdown-statement-watched-26-5-

million-coronavirus-crisis-breaks-broadcast-records-12447364/) and the president of France,

Emmanuel Macron who in his 20-minute address to people repeated multiple times "We are at war"

(https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-on-coronavirus-were-at-war/).

Arguably, discourse metaphors related to the WARFARE scenario usually become attractors for
cultural commonplaces, cultural myths and salient events of the past (Zinken et al. 2008:245).
These metaphorical and cognitive constraints seem to be discursively embedded in a relatively
stable reservoir of cultural myths and social representations available in social memory e.g.
memories of past wars and past epidemics, or weeds, plagues, and displacements (ibid.), as well as
natural or nuclear disasters and socio-political collapses, something that was well captured in one of
the headlines of British newspapers: Could coronavirus be China's Chernobyl moment? Disaster
set to spark COLLAPSE of communist party [in this case, the current ruling party in China]

(https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1243359/Coronavirus-latest-news-China-Wuhan-Xi-

Jinping-Communist-Party-Chernobyl). The Queen Elizabeth I, in an extremely rare broadcast to

the nation, invoked wartime spirit, the spirit of World War 2, to defeat coronavirus as she told the
British public they will overcome the coronavirus outbreak if they stayed resolute in the face of the
draconian measures taken to combat the virus

(https://www.express.co.uk/news/royal/1265566/queen-elizabeth-11-news-coronavirus-speech-

update-royal-family-latest).

Contemporary flu epidemics including the swine flu, otherwise called HIN1 were actively

referenced along with the occasional comparisons with SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
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Syndrome) and MERS (Middle East respiratory syndrome) [other viruses related to the coronavirus
strain] on a global scale including Georgia.

Other metaphors used to frame the novel coronavirus in the global community are related to the
DISASTER scenario, which as studies demonstrate, are mainly used when the management of a
disease goes beyond human control (Nerlich & Halliday, 2007: 60): conventionalized metaphorical
expressions such as an epicenter, tsunami (about the cases), house on fire, etc. and their novel
elaborations or extensions were actively employed (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980/2003; Lakoff &
Turner, 1989; Kévecses, 2010)°.

4. Methodology and Data

This paper aimed to analyze how Georgian media framed the discourse related to COVID-19
both in terms of the biosecurity issues and management of serious long-term economic
repercussions of the stringent measures taken to contain the virus spread in the country.

The study draws on theoretical and methodological tenets from CMT (Lakoff & Johnson,
1980/2003; Lakoff, 1987;Lakoff, 1993; Lakoff & Turner, 1989; Grady, 1997; Kdévecses, 2010),
Andrea Musolff’s concept of ‘scenario’, discourse metaphors (Zinken, Hellsten, Nerlich, 2008)
and their social representation and influence as well as earlier studies on infectious diseases, such
as FMD, MERS, SARS, avian/bird flu, Ebola, Zika, along with cancer, HIV/AID, and tuberculosis.

Different qualitative approaches drawn from corpus linguistics and earlier metaphor studies were
experimented with but found to be inadequate as the data was scarce, which may be attributed to the
novelty of the pandemic. Therefore, the data come mainly from news reports about the novel
coronavirus from one of the major TV channels in Georgia: Rustavi 2 and a talk show “aom®yo
056585doL Bm@IMes” (Giorgi Targamadze’s Formula) aired on ‘Formula’, February 29"
2020. The analysis covered all news reports related to the situation in terms of novel coronavirus
epidemic situation in Georgia, starting from the first confirmed case of COVID-19, i.e. February
26™, till May 12", when the outbreak was on the wane and most restrictions were/ were about to be
lifted. Overall, 2,348 news reports were thoroughly analysed, out of which 456 accounts (19.42 %)

were found to contain metaphorical linguistic expressions related to COVID-19.

2 For the full list of metaphors used globally, visit: https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/makingsciencepublic/2020/03/17/metaphors-in-
the-time-of-coronavirus/
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I focused on news reports as they are normally aimed at a wide audience and exert considerable
influence on society. Their main purpose is to inform and provide the audience with as accurate
information as possible about a particular event without having any of evaluative power. However,
evaluation is unavoidable even in this field. Any news report is a complex communicative event
that also embodies a social context, featuring participants (and their properties) as well as
production and reception processes (Dijk, 1988: 1-2). What is more, the media is a space in which
political actors “launch their frames”; in this sense, it is a “carrier for the frames of others”
(Scheudele, 2004: 403).

The qualitative method standard in linguistic metaphor studies was used with adaptations to deal
with the size of the data and the identification of metaphorical linguistic expressions in the texts and
their corresponding conceptual metaphors and their analysis in the extended stretches of discourse.
For the identification of metaphorical linguistic expressions, the bottom-up approach, otherwise
called inductive, was chosen as this approach implies that no specific conceptual metaphor is
presumed, and only at a later stage are mappings derived from the linguistic expressions that have
been identified as metaphorically used (Krennmayr, 2013:10-11). A principal advantage of bottom-
up analyses is that refraining from presuming conceptual metaphors, in spite of what is suggested
by Lakoff & Johnson (1980), reduces the bias towards finding precisely those linguistic
expressions that match the preconceived mapping (ibid). The examples of the inductive approach
are robust methodology developed by Pragglejaz Group (2007) known as Metaphor Identification
Procedure or MIP and later, its refined version, MIPVU established by Gerard Steen along with
other scholars of Vrije University (hence VU) including Aletta G. Dorst, Tina Krennmayr, and
others (Steen et al, 2010). Both MIP and MIPVU are reliable procedures for identifying linguistic
metaphor which prevent the researcher from seeing ‘(...) concrete manifestations of conceptual
metaphors everywhere’ (Steen, 2007: 27).

For the present purposes, the combination of MIP and MIPVU was employed. The steps
involved in the analysis were as follows (Pragglejaz Group, 2007; Steen et al, 2010:25-26):

1. Read the entire text—discourse to establish a general understanding of the meaning.

2. Determine the lexical units in the text—discourse.

3. (a) For each lexical unit in the text, establish its meaning in context.

(b) For each lexical unit, determine if it has a more basic contemporary meaning in other

contexts than the one in the given context.
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(c) If the lexical unit has a more basic current—contemporary meaning in other contexts than
the given context, decide whether the contextual meaning contrasts with the basic meaning
but can be understood in comparison with it.

4. If yes, mark the lexical unit as metaphorical.

5. When a word is used indirectly and that use may potentially be explained by some form of
cross-domain mapping from a more basic meaning of that word, mark the word as
metaphorically used (MRW).

6. When a word is used directly and its use may potentially be explained by some form of
cross-domain mapping to a more basic referent or topic in the text, mark the word as direct
metaphor (MRW, direct).

7. When words are used for lexico-grammatical substitution, such as third person personal
pronouns, or when ellipsis occurs where words may be seen as missing, as in some forms of
co-ordination, and when a direct or indirect meaning is conveyed by those substitutions or
ellipses that may potentially be explained by some form of cross-domain mapping from a

more basic meaning, referent, or topic, insert a code for implicit metaphor (MRW, implicit).

Metaphorical expressions were identified in contexts surrounding the words related to the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19, virus, pandemic, infection, challenge, etc.). For the identification of basic
meanings of lexical items, Georgian online dictionary was used (available at

http://www.ice.qge/liv/liv/iganmartebiti.php).

5. Results and Discussion

Georgian media covered the pandemic with a high degree of interest. The first case of COVID-
19 was confirmed on February, 26 followed by the second on February 28 and third the next day.
The closure of schools and universities, moving on the distance working and learning, self-isolation
the surveillance of travellers and later travel bans were important methods used against the spread
of the disease followed by the state of emergency, curfew and lockdown. As the research showed,
such conceptualizations of security are linked to a rhetorical contrast between outside which is
deemed to be dangerous, and the ‘inside” which is locked down tightly, secured and safe (Chilton,
1996).
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5.1. Coronavirus as a Target Domain

5.1.1. WARFARE Scenario

Metaphors related to the WARFARE scenario pervaded the discourse about the situation in
terms of the novel coronavirus in Georgia both in discussions about the biosecurity (and biosecurity
measures) and the aftermath of COVID-19 in terms of the country’s economic sustainability. The
prominence of their use was seen to have intensified along with the rise of COVID-19 infected

patients, i.e. when the threat was more and more immediate to everybody.

The war scenario can be regarded as a super-scenario (Nerlich, 2011:11) that includes other sub-
scenarios/mini-narratives which are interrelated and can be connected to other scenarios and form
discursive metaphor clusters (Koller, 2003). Based on the present research, it can be concluded that
Georgian WAR scenario in relation to COVID-19 situation subsumed the following concepts or
sub-scenarios which actively interacted:

INVASION, BATTLE, FIGHT, HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT, ATTACK, DEFENCE, ENEMY,
KILLER, HEROES, VICTIMS, FRONTLINE, VICTORY, DEFEAT, STRATEGY

Below | elaborate on each of the mini-narrative presenting each of them in square brackets.

The WARFARE scenario is a complex construct based on the basic conceptual metaphors, basic
knowledge structures known as image schemas (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, Johnson, 1987)
designated as CONTAINER and SOURCE-PATH-GOAL. These schemas activate a reassuringly
familiar range of discourses and associated precautions emerged including ‘locking down’, “sealing
off’, and ‘closing’ disinfecting, etc. In Georgia this scenario (apart from the measures mentioned
above) included locking down the infected regions in order not to let the virus travel from the red
(infected) zones into the neutral (not/minimally infected) zones, with the help of the military
forces deployed on the borders of these areas. The government and experts did everything to
contain the virus spread by isolating the suspects of harbouring the virus, Georgian citizens who
returned to the country during this period were subject to the obligatory quarantine; the COVID-19

patients who got infected abroad but revealed the symptoms after their return to Georgia were
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described as imported cases, i.e. people who imported or transported the virus, or as the case which
is brought from the outside. This, in its turn, interacts with the JOURNEY scenario evoking a virus
on a journey (see below). This scenario is also linked to the image schema of SOURCE-PATH-
GOAL and includes the following sub-components (Nerlich, 2011:130; Koteyko, Brown and
Crawford, 2008:253-4):

e A trajector that moves

e A source location (the starting point)

e Atarget or goal, an intended destination of the trajector
e A route from the source to the target

e The actual trajectory of motion

e The position of the trajector at a given time

e The direction of the trajector at that time

e The position of the trajector at a given time

e The actual final location of the trajector, which may or may not be the intended destination

On February 26, COVID-19 arrived in Georgia. On February 27" Rustavi 2 reported

(1) GEO: 3mmmbsgo®mlo w339 bsgomorzgemmdos (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/156542)

[‘Coronavirus is already in Georgia]

thus evoking the sub-scenario of INVASION (WAR); THE ACTUAL FINAL LOCATION
(JOURNEY)

Even though the news accounts contained more or less neutral language while reporting on the
situation in Georgia, the increase in the number of confirmed cases fueled up an explosion of such
metaphorical linguistic expressions as to fight against the coronavirus a war on coronavirus,
win/defeat this virus [FIGHT, VICTORY,DEFEAT(WAR)];
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= Rustavi 2 ran a series of headlines entitled conspicuously featuring the military atmosphere:
‘Georgia’s 22" day of fight against the coronavirus’; 36" day of the fight against the
coronavirus in Georgia’; “The Country is in the first stage of its fight against the

coronavirus™;

= recovered patients were represented as the ones who defeated the illness [FIGHT, ENEMY,
VICTORY (WAR);], people who died were defeated by the virus or represented as another
victims of the virus [ENEMY, KILLER, VICTORY, DEFEAT, VICTIM(WAR)];

= hospitals were mobilized for the aggressive attacks [STRATEGY, ATTACK, BATTLE,
ENEMY (WAR)] from the patient affected by the novel coronavirus and doctors and experts
were the warriors and (heroes) on the front line [FRONTLINE, HEROES (WAR)];

= ‘Stay at home’ was seen as a method of no alternative during the fight against the COVID-
19 and social distance was the most powerful weapon to defeat the virus [STRATEGY,
BATTLE, FIGHT, DEFENCE, and ENEMY (WAR)].

Each patient affected by the novel coronavirus along with their doctors waged a war on the
infection [STRATEGY, BATTLE, FIGHT, DEFENCE, ENEMY, VICTORY (WAR)]; at some
intervals it was said that the war was being won, which is present in the following quote of one of
the doctors, working with COVID-19 infected patient who had just recovered from a critical

condition:

(2) GEO: 58 m3do 89¢3bs3¢7985@ 8530056393909, 306500056 3530960 3mbEsdBHMMo o
5Q09339¢ MO0 49, Tgbodems, 3530960 LOL dM™IEg FMobLBSL 53565E0H
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159793):

[We more or less won this war because the patient became contact and conscious. The patient
may be removed from the ventilator by the end of the day.]

Interestingly, the KILLER scenario, usually considered to be particularly dominant in

discussions of the nature of diseases (e.g. as it was with SARS (Wallis & Nerlich, 2005), was

http://www.etag.ge/journal/ Page 13


http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159793

Online Journal of Humanities
E ISSN 2346-8149, Issue V, June, 2020

almost minimally used; even when employed, the killing function of the virus was either refuted or

described as ‘eliminated’, e.g.:

(3) GEO: ob, 03 COVID-19 d32¢79¢70 56 560U, 59 Jogods@mbols dsgoomBg 9930dgos
300g395. 3H6M0 0dol dglobgd, O™ 30OMbIZ3060MLO F220m9¢n0s, LOBSOOEIL 56
0999L5ds09ds (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159793)

[The fact that COVID-19 is not a killer can be seen on the example of this woman (a COVID-19
patient) [...]. The idea that the novel coronavirus is a killer is not true]

(4) GEO: 000 bobos, 59 306vLol 396903505 JgLobgd s5M9x396M0 J0md353L, 0doE™a
6™, OO 30 LodgomMTo JoRbs gl 30MHLO, BOBHMAMSE, Y39wsd, 306506
5HOE0O 0g4Mm O F5MIEO WYEITMDS 0™ 35(3MOM0MDT0, 2301910 ©Q35MJ30m,
959650 58 30613y, 58 BMBJ300L W0330530S FObOEI
(http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/163030).

[For a long time, | have not said anything about the nature of this virus, because as soon as this
virus appeared in the world, for some reason, we all called it a killer, due to its novelty and high

lethality in humanity, but this virus has eliminated this function.]
The marginal role of this metaphor may be attributed to the low mortality rate in Georgia.

The WARFARE scenario became also dominant in Georgian discourse about structuring the
management of the pandemic and handling the emerging economic crisis. The military atmosphere
was well captured in the following extract from the speech delivered by the Prime Minister of
Georgia, Giorgi Gakharia, on April, 1 invoking the sub-scenarios of ENEMY, STRATEGY,
BATTLE, FIGHT, and VICTORY (WAR):

(5) GEO: gb s60ol mdo «9boersg G(99m025b, Geadgerdog s4330L 3536 350563¢3980b 8s6bo

9600056mB0L 46931 [...] 306NN 86drersdo msgzrmdOL doHGO0ISOO
bAGSAIBOIC0 © (DI HO03160 63809805 Fs5¢m0 5630L 3652939b02bs¢r980l
3ogdL0To MO BMHYIEOMdS S LMOEBO, 9839dGHWIOO s OMMEo IgbgxdbEo. [...]
9L 560L 8&deagms, mdo #yboersg JdgHsb, HMAYETos S63 9P FMOZOMASL,
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LogoO P39 B MRBHM dEoge LolE I 399690303, 3995x3900L Tsbbo 56 353U,
099 56 25900560909, yz9es, Lobgurdfonm, Lsdmdswodm bgdE ™Mo, MomMgwmwo
dmgowsdg. (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/1597934)

[This is a war with an invisible enemy, in which no one has a chance to win without unity[...] the
main strategic and tactical steps of the government in the fight against the virus are the maximum
involvement of high-ranking professionals and fast, efficient and timely management. [...]This is a
battle; a war with an invisible enemy, in which no government, even in more systemic countries
than Georgia, has a chance to win unless everybody, the state, the civil society, each citizen, is
united.]

As it can be seen, in this extract, the WAR frame focuses on the novel coronavirus as the
personification of an invisible enemy that needs to be defeated, which proved to be a major
rhetorical device for reporting on COVID-19 (and earlier for both SARS and FMD (Nerlich, 2011).
The government spoke about strategy, tactics and being on a high alert [STRATEGY, BATTLE,
FIGHT, and ENEMY (WAR)]; ready to engage in hand-to-hand combat with the virus and its
economic consequences by drawing up a battle plan to defend the people against the enemy and
establishing a fight-against-coronavirus foundation to raise money.

Economy and especially, the currency, Georgian lari, which dropped sharply during the period,
were metonymically personified as victims of the strikes and blows from COVID-19 [FIGHT,
DEFEAT, VICTIM (WAR)], particularly due to the restrictions imposed to contain the virus spread.

For illustration:

(6) GEO: Lagdommnggarmdo 3:m6mbsgo®liols 300390 dbb39G3em0 ws60s.
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159202)

[The first victim of the coronavirus is Georgian Lari]

The tourism sector, which is an increasingly important component of the country's economy,
suffered most as the pandemic closed most of the hotels and turned part of them into quarantine
spaces, which led to great financial loss and became one of the main targets for blows from the
novel coronavirus [BATTLE, FIGHT, ENEMY, TARGET, VICTIM (WAR)]:

http://www.etag.ge/journal/ Page 15


http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/1597934
http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159202

Online Journal of Humanities
E ISSN 2346-8149, Issue V, June, 2020

(7) GEO: "COVID 19"-05 439¢00b9 000 @s@99ds &wytroBal dooygbo.
(http://web1.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/162743)

['COVID 19" dealt the biggest blow to tourism]

The WARFARE scenario persisted strongly in the media throughout the whole period.

5.1.2. JOURNEY Scenario

There were two metaphoric journeys in Georgia: one taken by the virus (specifically its spread)

and another one — by the country as a whole (the government, experts and people).

5.1.2.1.  The Virus on a Journey

In the context of viral spread and viral infection, the JOURNEY scenario was signaled by the use
of the discourse metaphors such as THE APPEARANCE OF A VIRUS IS AN INVASION (which
is in turn, a part of the WAR scenario and THE SPREAD OF A VIRUS IS A JOURNEY?,

The JOURNEY scenario initially focused on the spread of COVID-19 via people returning or
visiting the country. As it was mentioned above, the virus arrived in Georgia on February 26" from
Azerbaijan (the first patient entered the country from Azerbaijan), the second and third cases were
from Italy. By the end of March the virus got through or, as it was frequently remarked, was
brought or imported (see above) to Georgia from different countries so that

(8) GEO: 3903053305 5305000 8593560002305 d900H560¢»0 9900b3039000m
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/159143)

[The geography has expanded considerably in terms of the imported cases]

As a result, the virus was spread inside the country and the internal transmission of COVID-19
was detected, what marked the starting point of the virus spread phase in Georgia.

Interestingly, all these caused the outbursts of xenophobia and hatred from the local people

towards foreign visitors as well as the Georgian citizens who had just returned to the country,

* such an interplay of different scenarios has been called the network of scenarios (Koteyko, Brown and Crawford,
2008:251)
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respectively; as an illustration, on March 14", as explained by the fear of the novel coronavirus,
locals in Kutaisi confronted Polish citizens and demanded the head of the family hotel where the
tourists were accommodated that he expelled them. Another case happened in Batumi, where the
locals disapproved of the decision of the local officials to put Georgians who had just come back

under obligatory quarantine in the hotel located in their vicinities.

The prominence of the use of JOURNEY metaphors was seen when COVID-19 spread was
about to reach a so-called peak phase, e.g.:

9) GEO: L5do6r0039 ™30 3000HMbBs30MHMLOL 93039W9ds 30L 53GOWOL dmEml

dospfggb (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/160723)

[The spread of coronavirus in Georgia will reach its peak at the end of April]

At the beginning of May when the peak was considered to be on the wane, the fear related to the
second appearance of COVID-19 was still seen by the experts:

(10) GEO: sboeo 3060mbs3060Lbo 93 oMmdg dgbfogargenos, sd0@ma ob
390d9ds 69d0Ld0gH OML F98mdEHbgb 939950650
(http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/164161)

[The novel coronavirus has not yet been well studied, so it can return to the country at any time]

5.1.2.2.  The Country on a Journey

The journey of the country was related to the different stages Georgia had to go through during
COVID-19. The metaphors used to feature this journey represented an overlap of two image
schemas (Lakoff & Turner, 1986): CONTAINER/BOUNDED REGION and SOURCE-PATH-
GOAL (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980/2003; Johnson, 1987; Lakoff, 1987). Each phase was
conceptualized as a CONTAINER which the country approached, entered, went through, and
finally crossed or got over.

The stages or ‘phases’ included: containment/delay phase, spread phase, critical phase, peak

phase, and mitigation phase
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The linguistic instances of this JOURNEY scenario with the overlapping image schemata are

given in the following quotes:
(11) GEOQ: 306mbsgomwliols 99Bg09d0ol 9393096 320025607 25360390900
9G93bY (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/158375)

[From the delay phase we are moving into the spread phase]
(12) GEO: d399565 3006mbs 3069qlols 3036 «psbermz098s
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/161318)

[The country is approaching the peak]
(13) GEO:g399965 3000mbsgo®mnliols 493603900900l 30380 dyol
(http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/163078)

[The country is entering the peak of the coronavirus spread]
(14) GEO:053905 9620060365 30@OL 56 50935390, 0379 sbg 4oaMdges, 3030
3osersboyemos (http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/164114)

[The increase does not exceed the single-digit number, if this continues; the peak is going to be

overcome]

5.1.3. Peaks, Plateaus and Zigzags: Landscape Metaphors of the Pandemic

The pandemic metaphors tried to bring math, modeling and graphs down to earth, such as
flatting or crushing the curve (Nerlich, 2020b) which were used worldwide.* In Georgia, these
metaphors were prevalent when the country entered a so-called critical phase and was about to
embark on its journey to the ‘peak’, thus evoking what Brigitte Nerlich in her recent article
(published May 6" ,2020) designated as Landscape Metaphors of the pandemic (see
https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/makingsciencepublic/2020/05/06/pandemic-landscapes-peaks-and-

tunnels-waves-and-plateaus/) and again the JOURNEY scenario described above, particularly its
sub-component CLIMBING A MOUNTAIN. Some of the linguistic instantiation of this network of

metaphor scenarios are present in the following quote of one of the epidemiologists who tried to

* see Brigitte Nerlich’s blog on the metaphor “Flattening the curve:
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predict the future of this ‘peak’ [PEAK, PLATEAU, GOING DOWN THE MOUNTAIN, VIRUS
ON A JOURNEY (JOURNEY)]:
(15) GEO: [...] 9990092 9035009300 3020, 9b 30,20 30bs, BT 0Yml 3¢»sH2 s 56
do0sb 30gsb. 89009 9U 3esHr2 RoMFIGdS B35 MME MMO-Bsdo 3306
@5 89009 Mbs f33009L @sMIsz5¢70 g boor 93009009,
(http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/162980 )

[[...] Then, we will reach the peak, I want this peak not to be too steep but a plateau. Then, this
plateau will probably last for two to three weeks and after that, the epidemic should go downhill]
As the epidemic unfolded and the country was ‘approaching’ the peak, the main concern of the
medical experts and government officials was to have a ‘short’ or ‘flattened’ peak, a hill and not a
mountain like Everest, so as to avoid the healthcare system overload:
(16) GEO: B396 3070 56 mbs 239Mbgls 9290906H0b GHmero. 990dwgds 300 ogml
93969630 ©5 04mb 8m@i50. B3gbm30L 800635605, 3070 000YbS© WIBMAYICPOIL S
000965 3B 890mb3935 0ymb 3006 OOML, G 5356 56 FMIbEObML s63

X5605330L LOLEJAOL JosEHZ0MOMgs. (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/161483)

[We should not have a peak equal to Everest. The peak may be Everest and be a hill. The most
important thing for us is that the peak is so flattened and there are so few cases during the peak that
it does not cause any overload of the healthcare system.]

The Minister of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and
Social Affairs of Georgia further exploited the math scenario’ and introduced a new metaphor
‘zigzag’ as a mark of the changeable figures of confirmed cases for each day. For illustration:

(17) GEO: B39b 56 33593L 963 3a7sH2 5 503 3939, 335936 BAgboemo s
392300005 398tm303)956mm sbsero Egmdobo, HmIgeois ymzgaer gl s0bodbsgl
3603369mgbsq 49bbbgs390w Hogbggdl (http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/163572)

[We have neither a plateau nor a plain, we have a zigzag and we can introduce a new term that

marks significantly different numbers each day]
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5.1.4. DISASTER Scenario

Apart from WAR and JOURNEY, another scenario that was salient in the coverage of COVID-
19 was that of the DISASTER. However, in reporting on the situation in Georgia, the corresponding
metaphors were used to a lesser degree compared to the two previous scenarios. Metaphors of a
storm, an earthquake, flood and fire evoke so-called natural disasters over which scientists and
policymakers have arguably no control (Nerlich & Halliday, 2007: 60).By contrast, Georgia was
one of those countries where the government and medical experts more or less succeeded in
controlling the situation as compared to the rest of the world.

At the beginning, the only metaphor which was sporadically employed by the media and experts
was related to the sub-scenario of TSUNAMI, mainly describing the well-preparedness of the
government and healthcare system: the conventionalized linguistic expressions, such as: first/
second wave, to curb the wave (GEO: 306390/dgmMg Gowms, Gowwool 9935390s) were used.
For illustration:

(18) GEO: Bg9b 9m358Bs@gom LolGgds 08obsm30l, MHMA doy390M J0MH39¢0
Aoers (http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/158397)

[We have prepared the system for the first wave]
(19) GEO: 396 930009300l 3060390 Hoereol 893253985 0n35696Mbgom
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/158821)

[We managed to contain/curb the first wave of the epidemic]

(20) GEOQ: 306mbs300xLol G929 (Hs¢5d0 350m3bogdmeo Logsbaqdm
9 M3sm9Mmd0l Mmbmzbgdo 49bLo3MNMGO00 35300 S6SS.
(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/158848)

[The demands of state of emergency declared before the second wave of coronavirus are not
particularly strict]

However, there was a sudden increase in the use of the DISASTER metaphors in mid-April
when the country entered a so-called “critical phase’. The lexical items included:

(21) GEO: 3060l 930239029985

[Engl., Epidemic explosion or epidexplosion, verbatim, transl. outbreak];
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(22) GEO: 93530L9829(%0 353603900905

[Engl., avalanche-like spread of the disease, verbatim];

(23) GEO: o 9ds 339630, d9692930 306960 8m8m7t85L

(http://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/161078)
[Engl., The moment will come when the virus stops storming];

(24) GEO: ™o Aogb®98s 8m8mds@o 306mbo, 39t 30990530mm
(http://webl.rustavi2.ge/ka/news/161569) [Engl., when the storming virus calms down, then

we will party]

This brief upsurge seems to have been triggered by the fact that the handle of the situation went
out of experts’ control as the number of confirmed cases rose and the epidemiologists were no

longer able to trace the source of transmission.

5.2. Coronavirus as a Source Domain

In his recent article in the Observer, Kenan Malik (see

https://www.thequardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/15/like-a-moth-to-a-flame-we-are-drawn-

to-metaphors-to-explain-our-world) mentioned that ‘The coronavirus is both a physical threat and a

metaphor for everything from the failures of globalization to the menace of foreigners’.

Here, as an illustration | show how the novel coronavirus primed the subsequent discourse on the
Georgian political system. The samples come from the speech given by a journalist and former
politician, Giorgi Targamadze®, who in his weekly programme (300620 653530l GO
(Giorgi Targamadze’s Formula) compared COVID-19 with a different virus which seemed to have
infected the Georgian political system. The programme covered two pressing topics circulating in
Georgia during February, 2020: first, COVID-19, which was already here, and second, the

approaching parliamentary elections, specifically the electoral system, which was the point of

® | would like to offer my huge thank to Giorgi Targamadze who kindly allowed me to publish these extracts from his programme.
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contention among the ruling and opposing parties. Having finished talking about the coronavirus, he
moved to the topic of yet unreached agreement over the format of coming parliamentary elections
and government’s failure to keep the promise to hold parliamentary elections under the proportional
system instead of the existing two methods, thus yielding a metaphor GEORGIAN POLITICAL
SYSTEM IS AN INFECTED ORGANISM®:

(25) GEO: 3060vb%bg borgdsmo Mbs 39353Mdgenm, [...] mEmb 53 d90mbggzsdo
BoBIMO 50U 52960 302010903290 boliBgdol s3500Ym3385P. [...], o0l
G29CPSRIH0 203000 (5 33300 53 IbG0Z, Ingero 3 iegdol 3563s3emdsdo s dobgbo
560U B3960 3m0E03M0 LoEdol IMBIWBLYDOTMDS. MOMIMb Psdserog
b3939¢00050@ 3602800005 ©5 535L 363 Obrgerocr xsbspzob @gs60bs;0s S Jogm
56 23306905, AogM5d 350633 290 2039¢7000 53N MI3L.

[I need to proceed talking about virus. However, in this case | am considering the sickness of
our political system. For all these years, we are aware of what we are infected with and the reason
for it is the imbalance of our political system. The medicine is widely known and we need neither
WHO nor UNO. Nevertheless, we still can’t help ourselves.]

In this extract, it is obvious that the host of the programme actively evokes the current frame
related to the novel coronavirus and creatively draws parallels between COVID-19 and the virus
which infected the Georgian political system:

On the one hand, there is COVID-19 which is relatively unknown (unresearched), for which
there is no cure yet, WHO is engaged in the process of handling the situation worldwide, but still,
despite the efforts, nobody can manage the disease. On the other hand, there is another virus that
infected the Georgian political system: we know almost everything about it, there IS the cure for
this virus and it is widely known and has been tested in other countries and on many societies in

terms of its efficacy, but still, we can’t help ourselves:

(26) GEO: [...] 30030399600 3530d0M9g00L s®ligdmds s bbgs 39300 ooy,
650953 BO9MBY36M LOLEZHYI>BY F9gmoEHTGdL bgero Fgodwgds FgmBowml. M¥d3s,
36m39LbOL Yz9ws 3sLboLIdYOE056 FMmM5T>dgl obog gudol, MHmA B3z9gbo J399bols
302¢0H032950 009603 JH0b g Hs0B0L0I30b 155356 05E Los®Bg36M

6 According to the existing conventions, conceptual metaphors are normally typographically rendered in small capital letters.
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dmgebg dgmabbdgds Labiogmberm 360d3bgemdolss. gl ol Ggdmbgzg3s, MHMEs
4390050 Hobobfo® s Bosmms 3030m, 565 FSOEGHM ob ) M5 30H«9bo FoHl
F360029¢m 30200090379 Lobihgdsb, 563599 58009bo bobo §399obsls Moo
396300056900l L5315 gdL MMT 56 5deg3L, 5®53gE, 3MMMBI30MHMLOLYSD
356Lbg03900m, bsG3-9Hb5¢r [s0s5¢0r OO bsbos 3s0mgmbocros s sGsgmo bbgs

H299565L5 @5 bs Brgs@m98s B9 85903300070 ©5 53¢ 9R99ALIH85 B9
G90edgBeyemo.

[There are various reasons, among others, the existence of political prisoners that hinder the
reaching of an agreement over the election system. However, every player responsible for the
process realizes that the agreement over the fair election model is vital for the sustainability of our
political immunity. This is the case when everybody is aware not only of the virus Georgian
political system is infected with, but also that it does not give the opportunity for the country to
develop sustainably; unlike with the novel coronavirus, even the medicine is invented long ago

and tested in many countries and on different societies for its high efficacy.]

From these extracts, it can be concluded that the topic of previous discourse primes Targamadze
to further exploit the context and frame a new topic by staying within the same scenario. This is an
example of what Kovecses calls contextually based or context-induced metaphors, “a new type of
conceptual metaphors which “reveal an aspect of human creativity in conceptualizing of the world”
(Kovecses, 2015: 116). The reason that prompted the host to use this metaphor must be the
immediate social setting (Kovecses, 2015:109-110): there is a particular social setting (global
context-COVID -19 epidemic [the programme was aired on February 29, i.e. before the COVID-19
was categorized as the pandemic], WHO along with almost every country were trying to find/invent
a cure and vaccine; local context-the novel coronavirus reached Georgia 4 days before the
programme and the government and medical experts were working in tandem to handle the emerged
crisis) and there is a particular target domain (Georgian political system and the unclear future of
the parliamentary elections) and its meaning that needs to be activated. If the meaning can be

activated by means of a metaphorical mapping that fits the actual social setting, the speaker will

” I ignored other metaphors used in this extract as, based on the present purposes, they were of no importance.
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prefer to choose that mapping. Simply put, if the actual social setting involves an element that is an
instance of an appropriate source domain, speakers are likely to use that source domain (ibid.).

In addition, the selection of this particular scenario (VIRUS, INFECTED ORGANISM) may
also be caused by the contextual factors surrounding this discourse (Georgian political system),
which can influence the speaker to decide on the particular framing of an issue in the given context
as the choice or creation of one particular metaphor over another would be ensure coherence within

‘the contextual factors functioning as primes’ (Kovecses, 2015: 192).

6. Conclusion

To summarize, three major metaphor scenarios/superscenarios were identified to structure the
discourse of COVID -19 in Georgia: WARFARE, which has long been seen as prime features of
discourses of bioscience and disease (Walliss & Nerlich, 2005: 2637), JOURNEY (including
CLIMBING A MOUNTAIN) and DISASTER. The study also showed that the same issue may be
metaphorized in various ways. The selection of one of the metaphors instead of another is a social
and cultural phenomenon, and it depends on the contexts of the use as well as the purpose of the
users (Zinken et al, 2003: 18). Frequently, a network of scenarios was creatively exploited in the
news reports, which proved to be an effective tool of rendering them intelligible and newsworthy to
the public. Moreover, the novel coronavirus proved to be an effective source domain for already
existing or emerging problems in society.

In conclusion, it can be said that the purpose of this study was primarily to show that metaphors
are main tools in crossing the disciplinary discourses; they can expand our vision and provide
insights denied to more literal thinking. Metaphors are cognitive as well as social phenomena. The
research demonstrated that they can directly shape the public policy and lead people to the
recognition of the measures taken as correct and sensible. Scenarios provide important narrative and
discursive framing devices for journalists, but, as we have seen, also for scientists and
policymakers. Metaphors construct, or frame, views of reality, which can be used in policymaking
and planning (Koteyko, Brown, And Crawford, 2008: 258-9).

However, it should be noted that the results on which the conclusions are drawn are only
symptomatic of this sample, but may serve as an incentive for further research. A further study on

the novel coronavirus related metaphors including different mediums (e.g. pictorial metaphors) is
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undoubtedly needed to obtain an overall picture of the COVID-19 metaphorization. For the future

study, it would be also interesting to research how the COVID-19 infected patients frame the virus
as this can be a major contribution to the theory of framing diseases.
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