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Opening of the conference: from left to right: Maya Kipshidze, British
Council, Georgia, Peter Evans, Assistant Public Affairs Officer; US
embassy, Tbilisi, Simon Janashia, the Ministry of Education and Lisa
Harshbarger; Regional English Language Officer; US Department of State.

The conference was attended byl31 participants and invited guests

On May 19-21 English Teachers’
Association of Georgia hosted the 8th
National conference “Educational Reform
and English Language Teaching” in
Tabakhmela.

131 teachers from all over Geor-
gia attended the conference among them 60
were from the regions including representa-
tives from Gali and Tskhinvali. Keynote

It is very important that we not only
share ideas with each other, but initi-
ate these ideas. Such associations
should actively get involved in
discussing textbooks and decide which
to choose.” SIMON JANASHIA,
Ministry of Education

Diane Millar, Senior English Lan-
guage Fellow, US Embassy: "There are
so many changes in the Georgian edu-
cational system that it is important that
teachers acquire this information."

Nino Jobava, teacher trainer from

the Cultural Educational Association for
Women in Gali: "Such training is very
important and useful for us and we can
share the knowledge gained during the

speakers of the conference were Peter
Grundy (the UK), Linda Gajdufek. (the
USA) and Simon Janashia (Georgia). Twen-
ty four workshops were conducted out of
which 18 were Georgian presenters.

The main themes highlighted at
the conference were: educational reform,
curriculum development for universities,
using the new textbooks effectively, incorpo-
rating global education themes into ELT
classes, new approaches to teaching English,
and new ways of assessing students.

Here’s what the conference organ-
izers, presenters and participants shared
about the conference:

"English is not merely a foreign
language, but it is an important language
for international communications, cultural

exchanges and becoming acquainted with

English Teachers from Kutaisi
at the conference

the world. This is essential for improving
our future life,"- Rusudan Tkemaladze, the
British Council ELT development manager.

training with our pupils in Gali schools,
where studying is not easy.'

"We try to help children who are
interested in broadening their knowledge by
inviting them to study at our club. Our club
is free of charge and mostly children who
are short of money study here," - Ketino
Gogokhia, teacher-trainer, Gali

Simon Janashia, the Ministry of
Education: "it is very important that we not
only share ideas with each other, but we
should additionally initiate these ideas.
Such associations should actively get
involved in discussing textbooks and decide
which to choose."

Acknowledgment: The quotations used in
this article are reprinted from the “Messen-
ger,” of May 23, 2006
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2 English in Georgia
Alternatives in Assessment, Plenary

Linda Gajdusek, the USA

Workshops School Leaving Exams, Maya
Teaching Knowledge Test Kiasashvili, Tbilisi State University

Rusiko Tkemaladze and Ana Tikaradze,
the British Council, Georgia

Becoming a Teacher Trainer - Options for
Teachers’ Professional Development, Lela
Pre-activities for teaching Speaking and ppdushelishvili, ETAG Thbilisi Head
Listening Tasks, Farrell Payne,
Senior English Language Fellow,
US Embassy Vanadzor, Armenia.

Keeping Students Alert
Vika Kuprashvili, School N189
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English in Georgia Plenary Speakers

Current Developments in Curriculum

Implementation in Georgia, Plenary
Simon Janashia, The Ministry of Education, Georgia

Teacher Initial Education and Continuing Workshops
Professional Development Pre-service Methodology Course
Marina Zhvania, the Ministry of Education Rusiko Tsitsishvili, Tbilisi State University

EDUCATION
REFORM

7th grade textbook meeting the new stan-  Educational Reform and Philosophy of
dards of education, Tatiana Bukia, Language Curriculum

Chavchavadze state university Marina Chkhikvadze, school N 51
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Yielding Place to New: Democratizing
English in Georgia, Plenary
Peter Grundy, The UK

we need to look again at the English we teach in view of the
| changing needs of its learners and its rapidly developing status
| as a lingua franca. The talk was built around three short Eng-
lish conversations. The first was taken from a coursebook and
enables us to explore the changing reasons for learning Eng-
lish and the small but crucial differences between classroom
English and real world English. The second raised issues about
the ownership of English and the varieties of English appro-

d : Bl priate for use in lingua franca intercultural communication.
The third drew attention to the importance of the English that is actually used in commu-
nication, including especially its metapragmatic properties. The first conversation sug-
gested that we should abandon the explicit language of coursebooks for a more natural
English rooted in real context; the second suggested that second language intelligibility is
more important than native speaker idiom; and the third suggested that pragmatics is a
more important level than has usually been acknowledged, so that as teachers we now

The New Internet

Based TOEFL, Eddie
McGee, English Lan
guage Senior Fellow,
Ganja, Azerbaijan

The previous ver-
sions of the Paper
Based TOEFL (PBT)
and Computer Based
TOEFL (CBT), are
gradually being
phased out and

replaced by the Inter-

need to privilege use (pragmatics) over usage (syntax and phonology).

Some of the ETAG

Conference

Sophie Chkhobadze
Kutaisi State University

May 19 - 21 were unforgettable days in my
life. For the first time I was given a wonder-
ful possibility of attending ETAG 8th
National Conference 'Educational Reform
and English Language Teaching'. From my
colleagues I knew that the previous confer-
ences were extremely successful, but as they
say 'Seeing is believing." What I saw and
experienced was beyond my imagination.
The conference was organized in such a way
that it provided every teacher with valuable
and up-to-date information about education-
al reform and new methods of teaching. I
took an active part in the workshops and
shared my knowledge and understanding of
modern teaching methods with other partici-
pants. The conference will help me to keep
my classroom fresh with new ideas and to
overcome the common problems I face.
Thank you ETAG, British Council and US
Embassy for giving me a chance to attend
the conference. Now, I am full of new ideas
how to create more effective lessons, to be a
more reflective teacher and to use new
teaching techniques and strategies.

Dear teachers! Join ETAG and you will be
the next.

Impressions...

Nino Nizharadze
Kutaisi State University

What I appreciated most about the conference
was the possibility to share experience with
colleagues all over Georgia. It helps you real-
ize the problem you face in your practice, your
fears and insecurity, which are quite common
with the profession. And this gives you a sense
of solidarity and a new kind of self-confidence.

Eka Topuria
Kutaisi State University

On the threshold of the facing reforms in the
University studies, the Tabakhmela Conference
appeared to be the great experience, an
unchangeable chance of sharing the most updat-
ed responses for the successful completion of the
ongoing changes in the Georgian educational
sphere.

The importance of the conference was highly
marked professionally as well as on terms of
friendly and warm communication.

The gained experience and already existing form
relations among the ETAG branches will by all
means have the further development and perfect
consequences for the prosperity of the English
Language teaching and conducting in Georgia.

net Based TOEFL
(iBT). The new iBT, offered on the inter-
net, assesses listening, speaking, reading,
and writing (LSRW) skills in an integrated
fashion.
The iBT consists of four sections each
focused on one of the language skills
(LSRW). Each section is worth 30 points
for a maximum score of 120 points. The
iBT requires such knowledge and skills as:
Knowledge: academic subjects: humani-
ties, sciences and social sciences, the U.S.
education system, campus life
Skills: inferencing, synthesize informa-
tion from more than one source, show
relationship between texts, distinguish
between essential and non-essential infor-
mation, take notes on key information,
organize ideas, speak clearly in an organ-
ized manner.

Tamriko Mgeladze
ETAG Batumi Head

Dear Rusiko, Tsisana, Lali!

Thank you all for the opportunity of seeing
our peers and sharing with each other our
experience, success and problems.
Tabakhmela conference turned out to be
very productive, it is an impetus for further
development, for further sharing and further
creative ideas. On Sunday ETAG meeting
we shared our impressions with our col-
leagues and decided to include the material
we've got with us in our workshops. In spite
of being a minor group, we could attend
almost all workshops thus we're having
enough ideas at hand to use them for our
future work.
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